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,QWURGXFWLRQ
,QWKH\HDUVLPPHGLDWHO\SUHFHGLQJ$PHULFD¶V
HQWUDQFHLQWR:RUOG:DU,,WKH86JRYHUQPHQW
ordered prominent teaching hospitals to prepare
PHPEHUV RI WKHLU VWDɱV IRU GHSOR\PHQW RYHUVHDV
WR FDUH IRU ZRXQGHG VROGLHUV 2QH VXFK LQVWLWXĥ
tion was the Johns Hopkins University Hospital,
which was asked to supply enough men and women
WR VWDɱ WZR FRPSOHWH ¿HOG KRVSLWDOV 1HDUO\ WZR
hundred Johns Hopkins doctors, nurses, and other
PHGLFDOSURIHVVLRQDOVTXLFNO\YROXQWHHUHGIRUPLQJ
WKH WK DQG WK *HQHUDO +RVSLWDOV RI WKH 86
$UP\0HGLFDO6HUYLFH&RUSV$IWHUWKH3HDUO+DUĥ
bor attack in December 1941, both units were sent
WRWKH3DFL¿FWKHDWHUZLWKRQO\UXGLPHQWDU\PLOLĥ
WDU\WUDLQLQJ2QFHWKHUHWKHWKDQGWKVHUYHG
overseas for almost three years, providing critical
FDUHWRWKRXVDQGVRIXQLIRUPHGPHQDQGZRPHQ
This paper will attempt to assess what the warĥ
time experience was like for the members of the
18th General Hospital by considering the perspecĥ
WLYHV UHYHDOHG LQ WKUHH GLɱHUHQW SULPDU\ VRXUFH
EDVHV7KH SDSHU ZLOO EHJLQ ZLWK DQ LQWURGXFWLRQ
to the 18th General Hospital, spanning from its inĥ
FHSWLRQLQWRLWVGHDFWLYDWLRQLQ,WZLOO
then discuss the memoir /2'Ĩ<HV, a factually
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FRPSOHWH KLVWRU\ RI WKH WK7KHQ WKH SDSHU ZLOO H[DPLQH 7KH )LMLWLYH, the
QHZVSDSHUSXEOLVKHGE\WKHWKIRULQWHUQDOFRQVXPSWLRQ&UHDWHGIRUHQWHUĥ
WDLQPHQWSXUSRVHVLWRɱHUVDOLJKWKHDUWHG\HWLQIRUPDWLYHWDNHRQWKHXQLW¶V
WHQXUH LQ WKH 3DFL¿F ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR GHWDLOLQJ ZKDW WKH XQLW¶V PHPEHUV GLG
during their considerable free time, the newspaper clues the reader into the
WK¶VHPRWLRQDOVWDWH1H[WDFORVHORRNDWOHWWHUVIURPRQHPHPEHURIWKH
18th ZLOOUHYHDODXQLTXHSHUVSHFWLYHRQHWKDWLVDEOHWR¿OOLQFRQVLGHUDEOHJDSV
LQWKHKLVWRULFDOQDUUDWLYHOHIWE\WKHRWKHUVRXUFHV7KHSDSHUZLOOFRQFOXGHE\
attempting to determine the legacy of the unit!s experience during World War
,,,QGRLQJVRWKHSDSHUZLOODQVZHUWKHIROORZLQJTXHVWLRQV'LGPHPEHUV
of the 18th General Hospital view their experience as a disappointment? Were
their lofty expectations regarding the nature of their service met? Finally, is
the generally negative portrayal of the 18th!s experience in both primary and
VHFRQGDU\VRXUFHVMXVWL¿HG"
Of the three source bases discussed in the paper, only the memoir is used
LQ VHFRQGDU\ OLWHUDWXUH LQ DQ\ FDSDFLW\ %RWK 7KH )LMLWLYH and the letters are
FRPSOHWHO\DEVHQWIURPVHFRQGDU\DFFRXQWVRIWKH+RSNLQVPHGLFDOXQLW%\
H[DPLQLQJWKHSHUVSHFWLYHVRɱHUHGLQWKHVHWZR³QHZ´VRXUFHVZHPD\DFKLHYH
a fuller picture of the 18th General Hospital!s experience during its overseas
RG\VVH\LQ:RUOG:DU,,

The 18th!s War
7KH6HFRQG:RUOG:DURɷFLDOO\EHJDQLQ6HSWHPEHURIZKHQ1D]L
IRUFHVLQYDGHG3RODQG7KLVXQSURYRNHGDWWDFNWULJJHUHGWKHEORRGLHVWZDULQ
human history and put the United States on a collision course with the Axis
SRZHUV%DFNLQ%DOWLPRUHKRZHYHUWKH-RKQV+RSNLQV+RVSLWDODQG0HGLĥ
FDO6FKRROZHUHODUJHO\XQWRXFKHGE\WKHRSHQLQJRIKRVWLOLWLHV,QKLVKLVWRU\
of the two institutions, however, historian Thomas Turner writes that they
soon "began to stir; energies and thoughts began gradually to be diverted from
WHDFKLQJDQGUHVHDUFKDQGWREH¿[HGRQVRPHSUREOHPEHOLHYHGLPSRUWDQWWR
WKHZDUHɱRUW´Īī0RUHWDQJLEOHVLJQVRI+RSNLQV¶VLQYROYHPHQWFRXOGEH
VHHQ LQ WKH ZLQWHU RI ĥ +RSNLQV HPSOR\HHV LQ WKH$UP\ DQG 1DY\
reserves were pressed into active duty and entire laboratories in the medical
VFKRROZHUHDSSURSULDWHGE\WKHPLOLWDU\IRUZDUĥUHODWHGUHVHDUFKĪ7XUQHUī
,QHDUO\LWEHFDPHFOHDUWKDW-RKQV+RSNLQVZRXOGEHFRPHGLUHFWO\
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LQYROYHGLQWKHZDUHɱRUWLI$PHULFDGLGLQIDFWHQWHUWKHFRQÀLFW,Q0DUFK
the Army Surgeon General asked Johns Hopkins Hospital to ready a portion of
LWVVWDɱIRUGHSOR\PHQWRYHUVHDV6HYHUDOZHHNVODWHUWKH$UP\LQIRUPHG+RSĥ
kins that it would need to part with nearly two hundred doctors and nurses to
VWDɱ QRW RQH EXW WZR HQWLUH JHQHUDO KRVSLWDOV$FFRUGLQJ WR 0DU\ &RQGRQĥ
Rall and Albert Cowdrey, authors of a history of the military!s medical services
LQWKH3DFL¿FWKHDWHUVXFKKRVSLWDOVZHUHWKHODUJHVWDQGPRVWYDOXDEOHLQPLOLĥ
WDU\VHUYLFHRIWHQFRQWDLQLQJWKHEHVWPHGLFDOSURIHVVLRQDOVDYDLODEOH*HQHUDO
hospitals were typically located many miles from the front lines and tasked to
³SURYLGHFRPSUHKHQVLYHFDUHIRUVHYHUHFDVHVWKURXJKRXWDWKHDWUHRIZDU´Īī
The Army designated the two Johns Hopkins units the 18th and 118th General
Hospitals respectively, the former!s unit number meant to pay homage to the
-RKQV+RSNLQVPHGLFDOXQLWWKDWVHUYHGGXULQJ:RUOG:DU,Ī7XUQHUī%XW
ZLWKRXWDIRUPDOGHFODUDWLRQRIZDURQWKHSDUWRIWKH86JRYHUQPHQWWKH
18th existed only on paper, and life at Hopkins returned to normal for the next
VHYHUDOPRQWKVĪ7XUQHUī
The Pearl Harbor attacks of December 7, 1941 brought this period of relĥ
DWLYH FDOP WR DQ DEUXSW HQG %RWK +RSNLQV XQLWV ZHUH DFWLYDWHG VRRQ DIWHU
America!s entrance into the war, and their constituents ordered to report for
DFWLYHGXW\2Q$SULOWKHIRUW\ĥ¿YHGRFWRUVDQGVL[W\QXUVHVRIWKH
18th left Baltimore!s Pennsylvania Station, heading by train south to Fort Jackĥ
VRQ6RXWK&DUROLQD7KHUHWKH$UP\DFFRUGLQJWR7XUQHUDWWHPSWHGWR³PDNH
VROGLHUVRIWKHVHFLYLOLDQSK\VLFLDQVDQGQXUVHV´EXWRQO\DFKLHYHG³OLPLWHGVXFĥ
FHVV´Īī$W)RUW-DFNVRQWKHXQLWOHDUQHGWKHEDVLFVRIPLOLWDU\GLVFLSOLQH
DQGVHFUHF\(DFKPHPEHUDOVRKDGWR¿OORXWRIUHDPVRISDSHUZRUNRUDVRQH
RIWKHWK¶VRɷFHUVUHPHPEHUHGLWWKH³UHSHWLWLRXV¿OOLQJRXWRIPXOWLWXGLĥ
QRXVEODQNV´Ī7LOJKPDQī$IWHUWZRZHHNVLQ6RXWK&DUROLQDWKHWKZDV
VKLSSHGWR6DQ)UDQFLVFR&DOLIRUQLD)URPWKLVWKHXQLWLQIHUUHGWKDWLWZDV
KHDGLQJWRWKH3DFL¿FWKHDWHUEXWWKH$UP\GLGQRWUHYHDOLWVH[DFWGHVWLQDĥ
WLRQ,QODWH0D\WKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOERDUGHGWKHU.S.S. General
James ParkerDQGKHDGHGZHVWDFURVVWKH3DFL¿F2FHDQĪLELGī
The 18th General Hospital, along with a division of Marines, landed on
WKHLVODQGRI)LMLRQ$XJXVW,QVWHDGRITXLFNO\EHFRPLQJRSHUDWLRQDO
WKHXQLWZDVEHVHWE\SUREOHPVIURPWKHYHU\VWDUW)LUVWWKH$UP\KDGQRW
DVVLJQHGWKHXQLWDORFDWLRQWRVHWXSDKRVSLWDO$IWHUGD\VRI³H[FUXFLDWLQJGHĥ
OD\´WKHWK¶VFRPPDQGLQJRɷFHUFKRVHDQXQDVVXPLQJVLWHWKHDWKOHWLF¿HOG
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RIDORFDOERDUGLQJVFKRROĪ7LOJKPDQī6HFRQGWKHPHGLFDOHTXLSPHQWQHHGĥ
ed for the hospital to function had not yet arrived, and would not arrive for an
DGGLWLRQDOWKUHHZHHNV,QWKHPHDQWLPHWKHPHPEHUVRIWKHWKDORQJZLWK
a unit of Army Engineers, began enthusiastically constructing the hospital!s
¿UVW IDFLOLWLHV$FFRUGLQJ WR &RORQHO &DUPLFKDHO7LOJKPDQ RQH RI WKH XQLW¶V
doctors, the 18th!s members "engaged in this endeavor so aptly that they were
NQRZQDVWKHµWK*HQHUDO(QJLQHHUV¶´Īī1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHWK*HQHUDO
+RVSLWDOZDVXQDEOHWRUHFHLYHSDWLHQWVXQWLO2FWREHUQHDUO\¿YHPRQWKV
DIWHUOHDYLQJ6DQ)UDQFLVFR7KLVOHQJWK\GHOD\JUDWHGRQWKHXQLW¶VPHPEHUV
ZKRZHUHIUXVWUDWHGWKDWWKHLUSURIHVVLRQDOVNLOOVZHQWXQXWLOL]HGIRUVRORQJ
The initial patients the hospital received were battle casualties from the
*XDGDOFDQDO FDPSDLJQ:KLOH WKH QXUVHV DQG GRFWRUV FDUHG IRU WKHP$UP\
Engineers and other members of the 18th rapidly expanded the hospital!s faĥ
FLOLWLHV&RORQHO7LOJKPDQZULWHV³ZDUGWHQWVZHUHSLWFKHGZKLOHFHPHQWZDV
EHLQJSRXUHGIRUWKHÀRRUV´DQG³WKHGRRUVDQGZLQGRZVZHUHLQVWDOOHGRQO\
DIWHUWKHSDWLHQWVKDGEHHQDGPLWWHG´Īĥī(YHQLQWKHVXUJHU\ZDUG³WKH
FDUSHQWHUVKDPPHUHGDQGWKHVXUJHRQVRSHUDWHGVLGHE\VLGH´1 By the end of
WKHKRVSLWDOKDGUXQQLQJZDWHUDGHTXDWHHOHFWULFLW\DQGFHPHQWZDONĥ
ZD\VDQGÀRRUVDOOHVVHQWLDOO\SURYLGHGE\WKHXQLW¶VRZQHɱRUWV2QHRIWKH
XQLW¶VQXUVHV(OL]DEHWK0F/DXJKOLQZURWH³7KRVHĬFHPHQWĭZDONVDUHWUHDG
XSRQUHYHUHQWO\IRUZHKDYHZDWFKHGDQGGRQHWKHSRXULQJRIHYHU\VTXDUH´2
$IWHUVHYHUDOPRUHPRQWKVRIZRUNWKHKRVSLWDOEHFDPH³)LML¶V+RSNLQV´3 By
PLGLWZDVDVRSKLVWLFDWHGDQGVHOIĥVXVWDLQLQJLQVWDOODWLRQFRPSOHWHZLWK
DVXUJHU\ZDUGDQG;ĥUD\PDFKLQHV
7KURXJK WKH ¿UVW KDOI RI  WKH WK *HQHUDO +RVSLWDO FRQWLQXHG WR
UHFHLYHPDQ\SDWLHQWV'XULQJWKLVWLPHWKHKRVSLWDOWHQGHGWRDQDYHUDJHRI
seven hundred patients at once, and the census even peaked at a thousand,
TXLWHDORDGIRUD¿YHĥKXQGUHGĦEHGKRVSLWDO'XULQJWKLVSHULRGXVXDOO\HYHU\
EHG ZDV ¿OOHG DQG PDQ\ DPEXODWRU\ SDWLHQWV ZHUH KRXVHG RɱĥVLWH HLWKHU LQ
WHQWVRUQDWLYHĥVW\OHbure KXWV7KHJUHDWVNLOORIWKH+RSNLQVGRFWRUVDQGQXUVĥ
HVZDVUHDGLO\DSSDUHQWDVRQO\HOHYHQSDWLHQWVGLHGGXULQJWKHKRVSLWDO¶V¿UVW
\HDURIRSHUDWLRQ+RZHYHURQO\DVPDOOSRUWLRQRIWKHVHDGPLWWHGSDWLHQWV
were battle casualties, due to the fact that the nearly uninterrupted stream of
American victories had pushed the front lines further and further away from
)LML&RQVHTXHQWO\PRVWRIWKHSDWLHQWVVXɱHUHGIURPUHODWLYHO\PLOGDQGSHĥ
destrian ailments such as jaundice, fungal infections, and ruptured eardrums, a
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IDFWWKDWZDVTXLWHIUXVWUDWLQJIRUWKHKLJKO\VNLOOHG+RSNLQVGRFWRUV$FFRUGĥ
ing to Colonel Tilghman, much of his professional work in Fiji was !never very
LQVSLULQJ´Ī7LOJKPDQī
The patient census dropped dramatically beginning in late 1943, due to
)LML¶VLQFUHDVLQJXQLPSRUWDQFHLQWKHZDUHɱRUW'XULQJWKH¿QDOVL[PRQWKVRI
the unit"s stay in Fiji, the average patient census was just over a hundred, and
EDWWOHFDVXDOWLHVZHUHQRORQJHUEURXJKWWR)LML'XHWRWKHODFNRISURIHVVLRQDO
ZRUNWKHWKXQGHUWRRNH[WHQVLYHPHDVXUHVWRFRPEDWERUHGRP,QWKH
XQLW ZLWK WKH KHOS RI$UP\ (QJLQHHUV EXLOW D ¿YHĥKXQGUHGĦVHDW DPSKLWKHĥ
DWUH&DOOHGWKH.DYD%RZOWKHDPSKLWKHDWUHZDVKRVWWRGDLO\HYHQWV0RYLHV
VKRZQWKUHHWLPHVDZHHNZHUH³HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\SDWURQL]HG´E\ERWKPHPEHUV
of the 18th and its patients, and musical performances by unit members and
QDWLYHVGUHZODUJHFURZGV4 The 18th also partook heavily in athletics, forming
EDVNHWEDOOIRRWEDOOEDVHEDOOVRIWEDOODQGYROOH\EDOOWHDPV7KHWKDOVREHĥ
gan publishing its own newspaper, 7KH)LMLWLYHDQGKHOGDIXOOĥÀHGJHG³&RXQW\
)DLUDQG)LHOG'D\´WZLFHGXULQJLWVVWD\LQ)LML%XWHYHQWKHVHFRXOGRQO\GR
VRPXFK7LOJKPDQVWDWHVWKDWWKH³PRQRWRQ\RIWKHWURSLFVFRPELQHGZLWK
enforced idleness, after two years of foreign service, became increasingly difĥ
¿FXOWWRHQGXUH´Īī
,Q-XQHWKH$UP\UHFRJQL]LQJWKDWWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOZDV
ZRHIXOO\XQGHUXWLOL]HGLQ)LMLGHFLGHGWRUHGHSOR\WKHXQLWWRWKH,QGLDĥ%XUPD
WKHDWUH 2Q 6HSWHPEHU WK  WKH XQLW OHIW )LML DFFRPSDQLHG E\ PL[HG
IHHOLQJV6RPHGLGQRWOLNHEHLQJPRYHGIXUWKHUIURPKRPHEXWRWKHUVZHUH
KRSHIXOWKDWWKH³SURIHVVLRQDOVNLOODQGDELOLW\RIWKH+RVSLWDO6WDɱPLJKWEH
XWLOL]HGWRWKHIXOOHVWDIWHUDOO´Ī7LOJKPDQī7KLVZDVQRWWREHKRZHYHU7KH
XQLW DUULYHG LQ %RPED\ ,QGLD DQG SURPSWO\ ERDUGHG WUDLQV KHDGLQJ WR$Vĥ
VDP$IWHUDZHHNORQJWULSRQ³XQLIRUPO\DQWLTXDWHGGLUW\DQGXQFRPIRUWDEOH´
WUDLQV WKH XQLW UHDFKHG WKHLU VWDWLRQ LQ /HGR$VVDP Ī7LOJKPDQ ī To the
unit"s dismay, they found that two other general hospitals were already operatĥ
LQJLQWKHDUHDDQG³QRSODQIRUWKHĬWK¶VĭXVHKDGEHHQHYROYHG´Ī7LOJKPDQ
īE\WKH$UP\(YHQVRWKHWKZDVRUGHUHGWRFRQVWUXFWEDVLFIDFLOLWLHVDQG
WR SUHSDUH WR UHFHLYH FDVXDOWLHV7KH PHPEHUV RI WKH XQLW GLG MXVW WKDW EXW
WKH\VDZYHU\IHZSDWLHQWV$FFRUGLQJWR7LOJKPDQ³WKHSURIHVVLRQDODFWLYLW\
RIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOKDGUHDFKHGDORZOHYHORIVWDJQDWLRQ´Īī7KH
XQLW FRQWLQXHG LQ WKLV VWDWH IRU VHYHUDO PRQWKV XQWLO LW ZDV QRWL¿HG E\ WKH
$UP\WKDWDOO+RSNLQVĥDɷOLDWHGPHPEHUVRIWKHXQLWZHUHEHLQJURWDWHGEDFN
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WRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV2Q0DUFKWKH-RKQV+RSNLQVGRFWRUVDQGQXUVHV
GHSDUWHGWKHLUKRVSLWDOLQ,QGLDĥ%XUPDEHJLQQLQJWKHLUMRXUQH\KRPH)URP
WKLVSRLQWRQZDUGWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOFHDVHGWREHD-RKQV+RSNLQVĥ
DɷOLDWHGRXW¿WĪ7LOJKPDQī

7KH2ɷFLDO7DNH
The most complete account of the overseas experience of the 18th Genĥ
eral Hospital is /2'Ĩ<HVDQ2G\VVH\RIWKH$UP\·VWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO:ULWĥ
WHQE\5LFKDUG&DUPLFKDHO7LOJKPDQRQHRIWKHWK¶VGRFWRUVDQGLWVRɷFLDO
historian, /2'Ĩ<HVĪL.O.D. VWDQGLQJIRU³OLQHRIGXW\´īZDVLQWHQGHGWREH
WKH GH¿QLWLYH ZRUN FKURQLFOLQJ WKH WK *HQHUDO +RVSLWDO ,Q WKH PHPRLU¶V
preface, Tilghman writes, !primarily it was written as a memoir for members
RIWKHRXW¿WVHFRQGDULO\IRURWKHUVWKDWWKH\PD\KDYHVRPHFRQFHSWLRQRIWKH
HQYLURQPHQWDQGWKHWKUHH\HDUVRYHUVHDVVHUYLFHLQ:RUOG:DU,,´Ī3UHIDFHī
Published in 1949, Tilghman"s memoir is the only memoir of the 18th General
Hospital known to exist and is by far the most factually complete source conĥ
FHUQLQJWKHXQLWSUHFLVHO\FKURQLFOLQJLWVWUDYHOVDQGH[SORLWV
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Carmichael Tilghman was a man of many tiĥ
WOHV+HZDVDRQHRIWKHXQLW¶VUDQNLQJPHGLFDORɷFHUVĪ³GRFWRUV´LQPLOLWDU\
SDUODQFHīVHUYLQJDVLWV&KLHIRI0HGLFLQHDQG([HFXWLYH2ɷFHURIWKH+RVSLĥ
WDOĪ5RVVī$VPHQWLRQHGDERYHKHZDVDOVRDSSRLQWHGE\WKRVHLQWKHXQLWDV
WKHWK¶VRɷFLDOKLVWRULDQ$VVXFK7LOJKPDQWRRNGR]HQVRISKRWRJUDSKVDQG
VKRWRYHUWZRKRXUVRI¿OPLQDGGLWLRQWRZULWLQJDQGSXEOLVKLQJ/2'Ĩ<HV
But what made him beloved to many in the unit was his love of a good time
Ī5RVVī +H VHUYHG DW WKH WK¶V 6SHFLDO 6HUYLFH 2ɷFHU ZKLFK PHDQW WKDW LW
ZDVKLVGXW\WRNHHSPRUDOHXSE\SURYLGLQJWKHXQLWZLWKHQWHUWDLQPHQW+H
RUJDQL]HGQXPHURXVFRQFHUWVPRYLHĥYLHZLQJVDQG862VKRZV5 He was the
driving force behind the two County Fair and Field Days, which others in the
XQLWUHJDUGHGZLWKSDUWLFXODUIRQGQHVVĪ³7DWWOHU´ ī7KHQDPLQJRIWKHVWUHHWV
of the 18th"s facility in Fiji after prominent Baltimore thoroughfares such as
&KDUOHV6WUHHWDQG%URDGZD\ZDVKLVLGHD6 Likewise, it was Tilghman"s idea to
EULQJWR)LMLWKH7RDG'HUE\DWLPHĥKRQRUHG-RKQV+RSNLQVWUDGLWLRQLQZKLFK
participants raced wild toads for sometimes considerable amounts of money
Ī³7DWWOHU´ī
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,Q/2'Ĩ<HV, Tilghman expounds the history of the 18th General Hospiĥ
tal in painstaking detail, beginning with the events that led to its creation in
1940 and ending with the rotation home of the unit!s last Johns Hopkins memĥ
EHUV7KHDXWKRUQHYHUIDLOVWRXVHH[DFWGDWHVWROLVWWKHIXOOQDPHDQGUDQN
of every person mentioned, and to include the proper names of every country,
region, city, town or even village that the unit stayed in, passed through, or
YLVLWHG7LOJKPDQHYHQPDQDJHVWRLQFOXGHWKHGHVLJQDWLRQVRIHYHU\RWKHUXQLW
the 18th encountered and stated names of every ship the 18th either rode in or
ZDVHVFRUWHGE\)RUH[DPSOHWKLVLVKRZ7LOJKPDQGHVFULEHVWKHWK¶VGHSDUĥ
ture from San Francisco Bay in May of 1942:
2Q6XQGD\0D\WKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOĪRɷFHUV
nurses, 275 enlisted men, and 7 Red Cross workers, dietitians, and
SK\VLFDOWKHUDSLVWVīZDVDPRQJWKHWURRSVHPEDUNLQJRQWKH
86$UP\7UDQVSRUW7KH*HQHUDO-DPHV3DUNHUUHFHQWO\FRQYHUWĥ
HGWRQOX[XU\OLQHUWKH663DQDPD,QFRQYR\ZLWK7KH
Parker were The President Coolidge, The President Monroe, The
*HQHUDO7DVNHU + %OLVV7KH 8UXJXD\7KH 6DQWD &ODUD DQG7KH
6DQWD/XFLDEHDULQJWKHHQWLUH7DVN)RUFH(VFRUWHGE\RQH
destroyer and one heavy cruiser, The San Francisco, the convoy
SDVVHGWKURXJKWKH*ROGHQ*DWHDWKRXUV0D\Īī
7KLVGHJUHHRIVSHFL¿FLW\LVXQSDUDOOHOHG1RRWKHUVRXUFHFRPHVUHPRWHO\
close in /2'Ĩ<HV in this regard, likely explaining why it has been the sole
VRXUFHXVHGLQWKHVHFRQGDU\OLWHUDWXUHRQWKHVXEMHFW
A striking example of Tilghman!s obsessive attention to detail is when he
GHVFULEHVWKHFRPPRQGLVHDVHVDQGLQMXULHVWUHDWHGE\WKHWK¶VPHGLFDOVWDɱ
GXULQJWKHZDU$VEH¿WWLQJDGRFWRUKHVSHQGVDFRQVLGHUDEOHDPRXQWRIVSDFH
HQXPHUDWLQJWKHVHDLOPHQWV¿OOLQJQHDUO\IRXUSDJHVGRLQJVR,WPD\QRWVHHP
possible, but here he went into even further detail, bringing his considerable
PHGLFDONQRZOHGJHWREHDURQWKHVXEMHFW7RLOOXVWUDWHKHUHLVDQH[FHUSWIURP
Tilghman!s evaluation of the condition of a group of Marines wounded in the
Guadalcanal campaign:
Uniformly there was malnutrition, many having lost as much as
IRUW\SRXQGVLQZHLJKW0DODULDMDXQGLFHDQGSV\FKRQHXURVHVZHUH
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the outstanding medical conditions necessitating evacuation of the
SDWLHQWIURPWKHFRPEDWDUHD0DQ\EODVWLQMXULHVDQGFRPSRXQG
IUDFWXUHVZHUHSUHVHQW1RWHZRUWK\ZHUHWKHVHYHUHFRPPLQXWHG
IUDFWXUHVRIWKHFDOFDQHRXVĬKHHOERQHĭVXVWDLQHGE\VHDPHQVWDQGĥ
LQJRQGHFNZKHQWKHLUVKLSZDVWRUSHGRHGXQGHUWKHP7KHDFXWH
SV\FKRQHXURWLF HYDFXHH LPSRVHG RQH RI WKH PRVW GLɷFXOW SUREĥ
OHPVĪī
Tilghman!s /2'Ĩ<HV is a supremely detailed source, providing just about
every objective fact one would like to know about the 18th General Hospiĥ
WDO7KHDXWKRUPD\KDYHWUHDWHGKLVVXEMHFWPDWWHUWRRREMHFWLYHO\KRZHYHU
the surprising lack of emotional content leaves Tilghman!s prose feeling rathĥ
HUVWHULOHDQGXQLQVSLUHG,QVKRUW/2'Ĩ<HV is a factually illuminating, yet
VRPHZKDWVXSHU¿FLDODFFRXQWRIWKHZDUWLPHH[SHULHQFHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO
+RVSLWDO

7KH)LMLWLYH
Starting in early 1944, The 18th General Hospital began publishing The
)LMLWLYHWKHXQLW¶VRZQLQWHUQDOQHZVSDSHU6XEWLWOHG³(VFDSH)URP%RUHGRP´
7KH)LMLWLYHZDVFUHDWHGLQRUGHUWRNHHSWKHXQLWEXVLHUDQGWRLPSURYHPRUDOH
The newspaper was published weekly and featured highly entertaining and
RIWHQKXPRURXVUHSRUWLQJ7RRXWVLGHUVKRZHYHU7KH)LMLWLYH provides more
WKDQHQWHUWDLQPHQWLWRɱHUVWKHUHDGHUVXEVWDQWLDOLQVLJKWLQWRWKHWKRXJKWV
IHHOLQJVDQGGDLO\OLIHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO
7KH)LMLWLYH was the brainchild of Sergeant Abe Abramowitz, one of the
WK¶VHQOLVWHGPHQDQGDYHULWDEOH5HQDLVVDQFHPDQ3UR¿FLHQWDWSOD\LQJERWK
WKHEDVVFHOORDQGWKH¿GGOHWKHFKDSODLQ¶VDVVLVWDQWDOVRRUJDQL]HGDFKDULWDEOH
IRXQGDWLRQIRU)LMLDQER\VDQGDFWHGDVWKHXQLW¶VUDEEL,QHDUO\6HUJHDQW
$EUDPRZLW] GHFLGHG WR GR VRPHWKLQJ DERXW WKH VDJJLQJ PRUDOH RI KLV XQLW
:LWKWKHDSSURYDORIWKHWK¶VFRPPDQGLQJRɷFHU&RORQHO*HRUJH)LQQH\
$EUDPRZLW]EHJDQZRUNLQJRQDQHZVSDSHUIRUWKHRXW¿W7KH6HUJHDQWUHĥ
cruited several other members of the 18th and his project soon became The
)LMLWLYH7
$EUDPRZLW] DQG KLV DG KRF VWDɱ SXEOLVKHG 7KH )LMLWLYH¶V ¿UVW LVVXH RQ
0DUFK WK $OWKRXJK TXLWH EULHI DW RQO\ WZR SDJHV ORQJ VXEVHTXHQW
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issues soon doubled, and then tripled, in length as the newspaper!s scope and
SRSXODULW\JUHZ7KH¿UVWLVVXHIHDWXUHGH[WHQVLYHFRYHUDJHRIWKHWK¶VVSRUWV
PDWFKHV ĪDJDLQVW RWKHU XQLWV RQ )LMLī ORFDO HQWHUWDLQPHQW OLVWLQJV DQG ³7KH
7DWWOHU´WKHQHZVSDSHU¶VJRVVLSFROXPQ7KH)LMLWLYH¶VVWDɱTXLFNO\H[SDQGHG
the newspaper to include editorials, letters to the editor, and comic accounts
RIQRWDEOHHYHQWVIURPWKHXQLW¶VWHQXUHLQWKH3DFL¿F,WVFRQWULEXWRUVDOVR
weighed in on more serious topics, such as news of the war!s progress and sigĥ
QL¿FDQWGHYHORSPHQWVEDFNKRPH$IWHUDVXFFHVVIXOVL[ĥPRQWKUXQSXEOLFDĥ
tion of 7KH)LMLWLYH ceased in September, 1944, just before the unit redeployed
WRWKH,QGLDĥ%XUPDWKHDWHU
The mission of 7KH )LMLWLYH ZDV WZRIROG$FFRUGLQJ WR &RORQHO 5LFKDUG
*UDKDPLQWKH¿UVWLVVXHWKHWKFUHDWHGWKHSXEOLFDWLRQLQRUGHUWRPHOGWKH
WK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOLQWRDPRUHFRKHVLYHRXW¿WE\³EULQJLQJWRWKHDWWHQĥ
WLRQRIDOOLQIRUPDODQGSHUVRQDOQHZVLWHPVRILQWHUHVW´Īī7KHWK¶VRɷFHUV
felt that a unit newspaper would strengthen the bonds between the medical
RɷFHUVQXUVHVDQGHQOLVWHGPHQVRWKDWWKH\FRXOGDOOEHWWHUSHUIRUPWKHLU
GXWLHV$OWKRXJKQRWH[SOLFLWO\VWDWHGE\&RO*UDKDP7KH)LMLWLYH had another
UHDVRQ IRU H[LVWLQJ$V LQGLFDWHG E\ LWV VXEWLWOH ³(VFDSH )URP %RUHGRP´ LW
was also created to boost the esprit de corps at a time when it was particularly
ORZ$FFRUGLQJWR'DSKLQH'RVWHURQHRIWKHXQLW¶VQXUVHV³2QHZD\WRNHHS
EXV\DQGNHHSPRUDOHKLJKZDVWRSXEOLVKRXURZQSDSHUħ7KH)LMLWLYH´7KH
editors and contributors of the periodical achieved this end by using humor to
JUHDWHɱHFWDQGJHDULQJWKHUHSRUWLQJWRZDUGVHQWHUWDLQLQJVXEMHFWVVXFKDV
DWKOHWLFVDQGJRVVLS
During 7KH)LMLWLYH¶VVL[ĥPRQWKSXEOLFDWLRQWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDODGĥ
PLWWHG YHU\ IHZ SDWLHQWV VR LWV FRQVWLWXHQWV JHQHUDOO\ KDG YHU\ OLWWOH WR GR
The 18th!s newspaper serves as a record of the myriad activities unit members
SDUWRRNLQRUGHUWR¿OOWKHLUH[FHVVLYHIUHHWLPH7KHVHDFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGHGSOD\ĥ
ing sports, attending movies, concerts, and dances, throwing fairs and carniĥ
YDOVDQGWDNLQJWULSVWRWKHEHDFK0DQ\PHPEHUVRIWKHWKHOHFWHGWRXVH
their time a little more productively, taking courses and lessons in everything
IURPWULJRQRPHWU\WREDOOURRPGDQFLQJ7KHEUHDGWKRIWKHVHDFWLYLWLHVDQG
WKHJXVWRZLWKZKLFKWKH\ZHUHXQGHUWDNHQZHUHDVWRXQGLQJ%\UHYHDOLQJKRZ
members of the unit spent their idle moments, a subject conspicuously absent
from Tilghman!s /2'Ĩ<HV, 7KH)LMLWLYH can help outsiders better understand
WKHWUXHQDWXUHRIWKHLUZDUWLPHH[SHULHQFH
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7KH)LMLWLYH also provides outsiders with insight into the trappings of life
LQXQLIRUP)RUH[DPSOHWKH-XO\WKHGLWLRQLQFOXGHVDQDUWLFOHFRQFHUQLQJ
WKH UDPL¿FDWLRQV RI WKH UHFHQWO\ SDVVHG *, %LOO DQG WKH$XJXVW VW LVVXH
contains a notice listing the possible punishments for being caught out and
DERXWDIWHUFXUIHZ$OVRWKH³$/HWWHUWRWKH(GLWRUV´VHFWLRQZDVKRPHWRSHUĥ
VLVWHQWFRPSODLQWVDERXWWKHODFNRIERWKPDLODQGIXUORXJKVKRPH(YHQPRUH
HQOLJKWHQLQJDUHWKHEULHIPHPRLUVVXEPLWWHGWRWKHSDSHUE\XQLWPHPEHUV
Much about military life can be learned from these accounts, which almost
XQLYHUVDOO\ GHVFULEHG KRUUHQGRXV H[SHULHQFHV ĪXVXDOO\ IRU FRPLF HɱHFWī )RU
H[DPSOHLQWKH0D\WKHGLWLRQ6HUJHDQW0.HKRHGHVFULEHGKLV³JUHDWHVW´
PHPRU\ RI WKH ZDU EHLQJ VKLSSHG DFURVV WKH 3DFL¿F 2FHDQ LQ D KLGHRXVO\
RYHUFURZGHGYHVVHO7KH6JWDPXVLQJO\UHFRXQWVWKHJKDVWO\H[SHULHQFHZKHUH
³LQWLPDF\ZDVWKHNH\QRWH´Īī
0RUHVLJQL¿FDQWO\7KH)LMLWLYH provides a window into the emotional state
RIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDODQGWKHIHHOLQJVDQGDWWLWXGHVRILWVPHPEHUV$Oĥ
though the paper is unfailingly upbeat, negative emotions occasionally emerge
WKURXJK WKH IDoDGH 2QH VXFK IHHOLQJ LV UHVWOHVVQHVV$IWHU EHLQJ HVVHQWLDOO\
trapped on a small island for roughly two years, and being idle for much of that
WLPHPDQ\SHRSOHLQWKHWKZHUHLWFKLQJWROHDYH)LML)RULQVWDQFHLQKLV
DUWLFOHDERXWWKHKRUURUVRIVHDERUQHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQLQWKHPLOLWDU\6JW.HKRH
wrote that if he were allowed to leave the next day on that same ship, !you
ZRXOG¿QGPHVFUDPEOLQJXSWKHVLGHEHIRUHWKH\FRXOGSODFHWKHJDQJSODQN´
ĪLELGī,QDGGLWLRQWKHUHDGHUTXLFNO\JHWVWKHVHQVHWKDWWKHWK¶VPHPEHUV
were generally unhappy with their role in the war and wished that their conĥ
VLGHUDEOHVNLOOVZHUHQRWVRXQGHUXWLOL]HG7KLVVHQWLPHQWLVVWDWHGPRVWFOHDUO\
in a May 26 editorial in which a Colonel George Finney wrote that many memĥ
bers of the 18th General Hospital felt that they were not doing their part in
WKHZDUHɱRUWĪ)LQQH\ī
Though only intended to be read by those in the unit, 7KH)LMLWLYH has much
WRRɱHUUHDGHUVWRGD\,QDGGLWLRQWRSURYLGLQJDPSOHFRPLFUHOLHIWKHQHZVSDĥ
per illuminates aspects of the 18th"s experience that are ignored in Tilghman"s
/2'Ĩ<HVDQGWRDOHVVHUH[WHQWLQOHWWHUVKRPH+HQFHZKLOHQRWRɱHULQJ
a comprehensive narrative, 7KH)LMLWLYH is revealing in its own right and is esĥ
sential for a more complete understanding of the wartime service of the 18th
*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO
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Letters from the 18th
Letters written by members of the 18th General Hospital, most of which
were published in The -RKQV+RSNLQV1XUVHV$OXPQDH0DJD]LQH, are also invaluĥ
DEOHVRXUFHVRILQIRUPDWLRQ7KHDQGLVVXHVRIWKLVTXDUWHUO\SXEĥ
OLFDWLRQIHDWXUHGOHWWHUVZULWWHQE\VHYHUDORIWKHXQLW¶VQXUVHV$OPRVWDOORI
these letters, and by far the most compelling of them, were authored by Elizaĥ
EHWK0F/DXJKOLQ$JUDGXDWHRIWKH-RKQV+RSNLQV6FKRRORI1XUVLQJ
0F/DXJKOLQ VLJQHG XS WR VHUYH WKH WK *HQHUDO +RVSLWDO LQ  6KH DOVR
YROXQWHHUHGWREHD³VSHFLDO$OXPQDH0DJD]LQHFRUUHVSRQGHQW´RIWKH1XUVĦ
es Alumnae Magazine, which meant she was tasked with writing letters to the
PDJD]LQHIRUSXEOLFDWLRQSURYLGLQJLWVUHDGHUVZLWKQHZVRIWKHRYHUVHDVXQLW8
She performed this task admirably, keeping the Johns Hopkins community
DEUHDVW RI WKH WK¶V H[SORLWV 0RUH WKDQ WKDW KRZHYHU KHU FKDUPLQJ VHULHV
of letters sheds further light on the wartime experience of the 18th General
+RVSLWDOSULPDULO\GXHWRKHUXQLTXHSHUVSHFWLYH
Although the subject matter of her letters and 7KH)LMLWLYHoverlap considĥ
erably, McLaughlin addresses several aspects of the unit!s experience on which
7KH)LMLWLYH¶VFRQWULEXWRUVQHJOHFWHGWRUHSRUW1DPHO\VKHGLVFXVVHVWKHDSĥ
SHDUDQFHDQGOD\RXWRIWKHKRVSLWDOIDFLOLW\DQGOLYLQJTXDUWHUVWKHUDSLGDQG
improvised construction of said buildings, the sweltering and at times tempesĥ
tuous weather of Fiji, and devotes a considerable part of her correspondence
WR GHVFULELQJ WKH QDWLYH )LMLDQV ZLWK ZKRP PHPEHUV RI WKH XQLW IUHTXHQWO\
LQWHUDFWHG9
She characterizes Fijians as primitive yet joyful people "who have bodĥ
LHVOLNH*UHHNVWDWXHVDQGZKRZDONOLNHJRGV´106KH¿QGVWKHLUODFNRIVHOIĥ
FRQVFLRXVQHVV HQGHDULQJ WKRXJK VKH DGPLWV WKDW WKHLU ODLGĥEDFN ZD\V FRXOG
sometimes cause frustration, such as when the unit!s Fijian domestic help, afĥ
ter being told that the inspectors were en route, decided to take a leisurely
VWUROOLQVWHDGRIFOHDQLQJWKHOLYLQJTXDUWHUV11,QDGGLWLRQ0F/DXJKOLQUHSRUWV
RQVRPHRIWKHQDWLYHFXVWRPVWKDWLQLWLDOO\EHZLOGHUHGWKH$PHULFDQV2QH
example is the tradition of burying a placenta under a tree immediately after
FKLOGELUWK LQ RUGHU WR NHHS WUDFN RI WKH FKLOG¶V DJH12 She also describes the
drinking of kavaDEHYHUDJHGHULYHGIURPWKHURRWRIWKH.DYDSODQWWKDWLV
FXVWRPDULO\LPELEHGLQDFHUHPRQ\ZHOFRPLQJYLVLWRUV:KHQDPHPEHURIWKH
18th would come upon an indigenous village he or she would have to particiĥ
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pate in a ceremony where !one at a time, the participants, seated in a circle,
drink the kavaIURPKDOIFRFRQXWVKHOOVWRWKHUK\WKPLFFODSSLQJRIKDQGV´
,PPHGLDWHO\DIWHUGULQNLQJ³RQHLVH[SHFWHGWRVSLQWKHFXSRQWKHJURXQG
DQGXWWHUDJUXQWRIGHHSVDWLVIDFWLRQ´13 Although the drink was purported by
WKH)LMLDQVWRKDYHDVHGDWLYHHɱHFW0F/DXJKOLQZURWHWKDWVKHZDVXQDEOHWR
GHWHFWDQ\WKLQJRIWKHVRUW14,WLVKHUGLVFXVVLRQRIWRSLFVVXFKDVWKHVHWKDW
makes her letters so compelling and allows them to stand out from the other
VRXUFHV
7KH ZD\ LQ ZKLFK 0F/DXJKOLQ ZULWHV KHU OHWWHUV LV IXUWKHU LOOXPLQDWLQJ
+HUZULWLQJVW\OHLVTXLWHGHVFULSWLYHDQGWKHGHSLFWLRQVRIGDLO\OLIHIRUWKH
WK *HQHUDO +RVSLWDO DUH HPLQHQWO\ GHWDLOHG DQG YLYLG7R LOOXVWUDWH LQ WKH
July 1943 issue of the 1XUVHV$OXPQDH0DJD]LQH she takes the reader on a tour of
the unit"s encampment, beginning with the medical wards:
:DONLQJGRZQWRZDUG³7HQW&LW\´ZHVHHLQDGGLWLRQWRVRPHUHĥ
PDLQLQJWHQWVORQJIUDPHZDUGVHDFKKROGLQJVL[W\SDWLHQWV7KH
high pitched whistle you hear being blown by a patient walking
IURPZDUGWRZDUGLVWKHPHVVFDOOIRUDPEXODWRU\SDWLHQWV,QD
moment, shining mess kits in hand, the boys will run, not walk, to
WKH ORQJ WHQW IXUQLVKHG ZLWK ZHOO VFUXEEHG ERDUGV DQG EHQFKHV
.HJJ\ /HZLV¶V WHQWHG ³¿HOG NLWFKHQ´ GRHV D ERRPĥWLPH EXVLQHVV
ZLWKJDVROLQHVWRYHDQG*,FDQV15
She next escorts the reader past the enlisted men"s recreation hut, the
SK\VLRWKHUDS\ WHQW WKH RɷFHUV¶ DUHD DQG ¿QLVKHV DW WKH QXUVHV¶ TXDUWHUV
McLaughlin"s writing style allows the reader to easily and vividly visualize the
SODFHVVKHLVGHVFULELQJ,QWKLVUHJDUGVKHLVXQPDWFKHGQRRWKHUDXWKRURID
SULPDU\VRXUFHFRQFHUQLQJWKHWKGLGWKLVDVZHOODVVKH
7KHIDFWWKDW0F/DXJKOLQLVDZRPDQOLNHO\FRQWULEXWHVVLJQL¿FDQWO\WRWKH
QDUUDWLYHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO¶VH[SHULHQFHRYHUVHDV7KLVLVEHFDXVH
VKH GLVFXVVHV ZKDW DUH WUDGLWLRQDOO\ FRQVLGHUHG ³IHPLQLQH´ VXEMHFWV WKDW The
)LMLWLYH and/2'Ĩ<HVFRPSOHWHO\LJQRUH)RULQVWDQFHVKHGHVFULEHVWKHVWDQĥ
GDUGĥLVVXHDUP\QXUVH¶VXQLIRUPLQVRPHGHWDLOĪ³EOXHZRROVNLUWVDQGQRWĥVRĥ
ZKLWHEORXVHV´RYHUVL]HGUDLQFRDWVDQGUXEEHUERRWVIRUWKHUDLQīDQGZRQGHUV
if the fashion preferences of the nurses would change as a result of wearing the
VDPHXQLIRUPGD\LQDQGGD\RXW16 She additionally illustrates for those readĥ

75

Hopkins Goes To War

LQJDWKRPHWKHFORWKLQJDQGKDLUVW\OHVZRUQE\WKH)LMLDQVDVZHOO,QKHUXVXDO
vivid style she describes the latest native hairstyles:
:LWKWKH)LMLDQEHDXW\VWDUWVDWWKHWRS,QWKHVW\OHRI)LMLDQ
men is to have the hair cut three inches long all over the head exĥ
FHSWIRUWKHEDFNZKLFKLVWULPPHGOLNHDQ(QJOLVKZLJ7KHWKUHH
LQFKHVVWDQGVWUDLJKWXSħWKHJUL]]OLHUWKHDVSHFWWKHEHWWHU7KH
women model their hairstyles after the men, but they retain more
RIWKHQDWXUDONLQNLQHVV7KH\DUHHQWKXVLDVWVIRUYDULDWLRQLQWKH
FRORUVFKHPH5HGKDLUFRPHVIURPWKHMXLFHRIWKHPDQJURYHEDUN
Limed hair originated from the necessity of overcoming bug infesĥ
WDWLRQZKHQOLPHPL[HGZLWKZDWHUZDVXVHG%HVLGHVHUDGLFDWLQJ
WKHEXJVWKHQHZOLJKWFRORUGHOLJKWHGWKHKRVWV17
These are topics other sources do not even touch upon, and yet McLaughĥ
OLQGLVFXVVHVWKHPLQVLJQL¿FDQWGHSWK&RQVHTXHQWO\0F/DXJKOLQ¶VIHPLQLQH
SHUVSHFWLYHPD\KDYHKDGDUROHLQKHUFRUUHVSRQGHQFH¶VDELOLW\WR¿OOLQWKH
KROHVRIWKHWK¶VZDUWLPHH[SHULHQFHOHIWE\WKHRWKHUVRXUFHV
,QKHUVHULHVRIOHWWHUV0F/DXJKOLQDWWHPSWHGWRJUDQWWKRVHQRWSDUWRI
WKHXQLWDZLQGRZLQWRWKHOLYHVRIWKHXQLW¶VPHPEHUV:KLOHWKH\RɱHUQHLĥ
ther the wealth of detailed information of /2'Ĩ<HV nor the comic relief of
7KH)LMLWLYHKHUOHWWHUVDUHXQLTXHO\LQIRUPDWLYH%\UHYHDOLQJDVSHFWVRIKHU
daily life that other sources ignore, Elizabeth McLaughlin!s letters to The Johns
+RSNLQV1XUVHV$OXPQDH0DJD]LQH help provide a fuller picture of the experience
RIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOGXULQJ:RUOG:DU,,

The Legacy of the 18th
Clearly evident from these sources is the fact that the wartime experiĥ
HQFHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOGLGQRWJRDVLWVPHPEHUVKDGKRSHG7KH\
wished to do something similar to the lifesaving medicine performed by their
IRUHEHDUVLQ:RUOG:DU,DQGZDQWHGDOORIWKHJORU\LQWHQVLW\DQGVDWLVIDFWLRQ
WKDWJRDORQJZLWKVXFKZRUNĪ7XUQHUī%XWDVWKHUHDGHUZHOONQRZVDWWKLV
SRLQWWKLVZDVQRWWREH)RUPXFKRIWKHZDUWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDOVDZ
few patients, even fewer wounded soldiers, and spent much of its time profesĥ
VLRQDOO\LGOH%XWWKHWK¶VVHUYLFHZDVFHUWDLQO\QRWDZDVWHGHQWHUSULVH(YHQ
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though the unit was largely unable to do what it had set out to do, its circumĥ
VWDQFHVDFWLRQVDQGDFFRPSOLVKPHQWVZHUHUHPDUNDEOHQRQHWKHOHVV
The profound disappointment felt by many in the 18th General Hospital
FHUWDLQO\ KDG PXFK WR GR ZLWK XQIXO¿OOHG H[SHFWDWLRQV:KDW OLNHO\ IRUPHG
WKHEDVLVRIWKHVHSUHFRQFHSWLRQVZDVWKHH[SHULHQFHRID-RKQV+RSNLQVĥDIĥ
¿OLDWHGKRVSLWDOXQLWLQWKH)LUVW:RUOG:DU7KLVXQLW%DVH+RVSLWDO1R
ZDVWKH¿UVWPHGLFDOXQLWIURPDFLYLOLDQXQLYHUVLW\WRHPEDUNRYHUVHDV,Q
WKH86$UP\GLVSDWFKHGWKHXQLWDVSDUWWKH$PHULFDQ([SHGLWLRQDU\)RUFH
WRQRUWKHDVWHUQ)UDQFHĪ7XUQHUī-XVWDIHZWHQVRIPLOHVEHKLQGWKHZHVWĥ
HUQIURQW%DVH+RVSLWDO1RSURYLGHGOLIHVDYLQJVXUJLFDOFDUHWRZRXQGHG
$PHULFDQ VROGLHUV DURXQG WKH FORFN$FFRUGLQJ WR -RKQV +RSNLQV KLVWRULDQ
Thomas Turner, members of that unit found their work !exhausting, exhilaĥ
UDWLQJDQGVDWLVI\LQJ´Īī:KHQWKHXQLWUHWXUQHGKRPHLWVPHPEHUVZHUH
lauded as heroes and their valiant service soon became legendary in the Johns
+RSNLQVFRPPXQLW\Īī
Due to this precedent, members of the 18th General Hospital, which was
named in homage of their predecessors, could be forgiven for expecting someĥ
WKLQJVLPLODU([FLWHPHQWEHJDQWREXLOGVRRQDIWHUWKHDQQRXQFHPHQWFDPHLQ
1940 that Hopkins would likely again send some of its own overseas to serve
LQWKHPLOLWDU\Ī7XUQHUī7KHIDFWWKDWRQHRIWKHWZRXQLWVZRXOGEHDUWKH
VDPHGHVLJQDWLRQRIWKHOHJHQGDU\:RUOG:DU,RXW¿WJHQHUDWHGIXUWKHUHQWKXĥ
VLDVPDQGZDVDVRXUFHRIJUHDWSULGHZLWKLQWKH+RSNLQVFRPPXQLW\,WDOVR
however, meant that expectations would be particularly high for the 18th, and
LWVVXFFHVVHVZRXOGEHPHDVXUHGDJDLQVWWKRVHRILWVSUHGHFHVVRUĪ7XUQHUī
3RVLWLRQVLQWKHWZRXQLWVZHUHTXLFNO\¿OOHGE\HDJHUYROXQWHHUVZKRH[FLWHG
WRVHUYHWKHLUFRXQWU\KRSHGIRUDQHDUO\DFWLYDWLRQĪ-RQHVī$IWHUWKH3HDUO
+DUERUDWWDFNVWKH\UHFHLYHGWKHLUZLVK2QDUDLQ\QLJKWLQ%DOWLPRUHERWK
the 18th and 118th General Hospitals departed to great fanfare, with everyone
SUHVHQWKRSLQJIRUVRPHWKLQJRIDVHTXHOWRWKHKHURLFVRIWZHQW\ĥ¿YH\HDUV
SULRUĪ7XUQHUī
Almost immediately, however, the 18th learned that their journey would
GLɱHUVLJQL¿FDQWO\LQDWOHDVWRQHUHVSHFW,QVWHDGRIKHDGLQJIRU(XURSHZKHUH
WKHXQLWZLVKHGWRVHUYHLWKHDGHGZHVWWRZDUGVWKH3DFL¿FWKHDWHU7KLVZDV
DGH¿QLWHGLVDSSRLQWPHQWIRUWKHWKEHFDXVHLWZRXOGQRW EHIROORZLQJLQ
the footsteps of the previous Hopkins unit, and would be embarking for a
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SDUWRIWKHZRUOGDFFRUGLQJWR7XUQHU³ZLWKZKLFKPRVWRIĬLWVĭPHPEHUVZHUH
XQIDPLOLDUDQGLQZKLFKWKHLULQWHUHVWZDVPHDJHU´Ī7XUQHUī
2QFHWKHWKDUULYHGLQ)LMLDOOLQGLFDWLRQVZHUHWKDWLWZRXOGEHTXLWH
EXV\7KH$UP\ KLJK FRPPDQG LQ WKH 3DFL¿F EHOLHYHG WKDW )LML ZRXOG EH RI
great strategic importance and that a Japanese invasion of the archipelago was
DGH¿QLWHSRVVLELOLW\Ī7LOJKPDQī$OVRWKH$PHULFDQLQYDVLRQRI*XDGDOFDQDO
DQG7XODJLZDVVFKHGXOHGWREHJLQMXVWIRXUGD\VDIWHUWKHWK¶VDUULYDO$IWHU
landing in Fiji, however, the 18th was not able to accept patients for several
weeks, due to the fact that a hospital facility had to be built from the ground
XS:KHQWKHKRVSLWDOZDV¿QDOO\RSHUDWLRQDOWKRVHLQWKHWKGLGJHWWKH
FKDQFHWRWUHDWEDWWOHFDVXDOWLHVDQGZHUHTXLWHEXV\:LWKLQVHYHUDOPRQWKV
KRZHYHUFDVXDOWLHVFHDVHGÀRZLQJLQWR)LMLDQGWKHWK¶VSDWLHQWFHQVXVIHOO
GUDVWLFDOO\)LMLZDVDOVRQHYHUDWWDFNHGGXHWRWKHGHFLVLYH$PHULFDQYLFWRULHV
at Midway and the Coral Sea, which put the Japanese navy irrevocably on the
GHIHQVLYH%\PLGĥWKHZDUKDGVLPSO\SDVVHGWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO
E\0DQ\RIWKHVROGLHUVWUHDWHGE\WKHKRVSLWDODWWKLVSRLQWKDGDOUHDG\XQĥ
dergone the necessary surgery at a hospital closer to the front, and were sent
WR)LMLPHUHO\WRUHFRYHUIURPWKHLUZRXQGVĪ7LOJKPDQĥī
When the 18th was ordered to pack up and leave Fiji for deployment elseĥ
where, there was hope within the unit that they would now become more
SURIHVVLRQDOO\ DFWLYH DQG LQYROYHG LQ WKH ZDU HɱRUW $JDLQ KRZHYHU WKHLU
GHVWLQDWLRQ ZDV D GLVDSSRLQWPHQW ,QVWHDG RI WUDYHOLQJ QRUWKZHVW WRZDUGV
the Philippines and the Japanese home islands, where the major American ofĥ
fensives were focused, the 18th General Hospital was sent in a more westerly
GLUHFWLRQWR,QGLD2QFHWKHWKDUULYHGDWWKHLUVWDWLRQLQ/HGR$VVDPLQ
WKH,QGLDĥ%XUPDWKHDWHUPRUDOHVXQNWRQHZGHSWKV$IWHUFRPLQJIURPDQ
LG\OOLF LVODQG SDUDGLVH ZLWK D IXOOĥÀHGJHG KRVSLWDO LQVWDOODWLRQ WKH XQVDYRU\
FRQGLWLRQVDQGWKRURXJKO\GLODSLGDWHGEXLOGLQJVLQ,QGLDZHUHDGLɷFXOWSLOO
WRVZDOORZĪ7LOJKPDQĥī/LHXWHQDQW-HDQ+D\VUHIHUUHGWRWKHLUQHZVLWXDĥ
WLRQDV³DPHVVDIWHU)LML´DQG0DMRU&&7URODQGDPHGLFDORɷFHULQWKHWK
GHVFULEHGWKHLUQHZGXW\VWDWLRQDV³UHDOO\DELWRIDKHOOKROH´Ī0XUD+LOOī
Furthermore, there were already hospital units operating in the immediate viĥ
FLQLW\WKDWZHUHPRUHWKDQDEOHWRKDQGOHWKHFXUUHQWSDWLHQWORDG$OWKRXJK
the unit was somewhat busy in Ledo, it was only because they had to spend
PXFKRIWKHLUWLPHUHSDLULQJWKHLUUXQĥGRZQIDFLOLW\7KHPHPEHUVRIWKHWK
General Hospital were professionally idle for almost the entirety of their stay
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on the subcontinent and were saved from further frustration and boredom by
a sympathetic General Frank Merrill, who, appalled at their plight, arranged
for the rotation home of all the remaining members from Johns Hopkins Uniĥ
YHUVLW\Ī7LOJKPDQĥī
The oppressively low morale that resulted from this clash of expectations
ZLWKUHDOLW\WRRNLWVWROORQWKHPHPEHUVRIWKHXQLW$FFRUGLQJWR³7KH7DWĥ
WOHU´ in the August 3 issue of 7KH)LMLWLYH, a common complaint of those in the
WKZDV³$QRWKHUVL[PRQWKVDQG,¶OOEORZP\WRS´-HDQ+D\VZURWHWKDWLQ
/HGRTXLWHDIHZSHRSOHLQWKHXQLWVHULRXVO\FRQVLGHUHGIDNLQJRUH[DJJHUDWĥ
ing an illness in order to be sent home, and that some may have even done
VRĪ0XUDī6RPHLQWKHWKZURWHVRQJVDQGSRHPVH[SUHVVLQJWKHLU
unhappiness and their strong desire to escape from their miserable situation,
ZKLFKZDVXVXDOO\DFKLHYHGYLDURWDWLRQWRDVWDWHVLGHXQLW2QHSRHPZULWWHQ
by Sergeant Al Weber, an enlisted man in the 18th, expressed these sentiments
in rhyme:






















+HUH,DPZDLWLQ¶
Speculatin! and debatin!
-XVWZKHQ,¶OOEHUDWLQ¶
Rotatin!!
For Rotatin! is belatin!
$QG,¶PEHLQJIUDQNLQVWDWLQ¶
7KDW,DPUHDOO\KDWLQ¶
This waitin!!
5RWDWLQ¶%HODWLQ¶Ħ+DWLQ¶
This waitin!!
$QVZHU"6HH6DWDQĪ:HEHUī

%\QRPHDQVZDVWKHLUVHUYLFHDOOIRUQDXJKWKRZHYHU$OWKRXJKWKHWK
did not achieve what they had set out to do, their accomplishments were cerĥ
WDLQO\QRWDEOH,QDGGLWLRQIRUFDULQJIRU$PHULFDQVHUYLFHPHQWKHWKVHUYHG
DOVRDVDKRVSLWDOIRUERWK)LMLDQVROGLHUVDQGFLYLOLDQV7KHXQLWZDVGHVLJQHG
to exclusively care for American servicemen, but due to the dramatic decrease
in the patient load during 1944, it was able to provide valuable medical care
IRUWKHLVODQGHUVĪ7LOJKPDQī,QVRPHFDVHVGRFWRUVDQGQXUVHVRIWKHWK
would accompany public health workers, who were usually British, to remote
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villages in order to treat and inoculate those who were ordinarily too far reĥ
PRYHGIURPSRSXODWLRQFHQWHUVWRUHFHLYHDGHTXDWHPHGLFDOFDUH7KHVHUYLFH
SURYLGHGWRWKH)LMLDQVZDVFRQVLGHUDEOH,QGHHG6LU3KLOLS0LWFKHOOWKH*RYĥ
HUQRURI)LMLVHQWDOHWWHUWRWKHFRPPDQGLQJRɷFHURIWKHWK¶VWDVNIRUFH
expressing his deep gratitude for the services provided by the unit to the popuĥ
ODWLRQRI)LMLĪ7LOJKPDQī
Doctors of the 18th General Hospital also made critical contributions to
WKHPHGLFDONQRZOHGJHRIWKHWLPH)LUVWWKH\REVHUYHGWKDWDOOFLUFXPVWDQFHV
EHLQJHTXDOZRXQGVKHDOHGMXVWDVZHOOLQWURSLFDODUHDVDVWKH\GLGLQPRUH
temperate regions, an observation that went against the conventional medical
RSLQLRQRIWKHV6HFRQG&DSWDLQ5RJHU/HZLVRQHRIWKHWK¶VGRFWRUV
GLVFRYHUHGDPHWKRGRIGHWHFWLQJWKHDPRXQWRIDWDEULQHLQDSDWLHQW¶VERG\
'XHWRWKHIDFWWKDWTXLQLQHZDVQRQĥH[LVWHQWLQWKH3DFL¿FWKHDWHUDWDEULQH
was the drug of choice for combating malaria, which was very common in the
6RXWKZHVW3DFL¿F$VLJQL¿FDQWGUDZEDFNRIDWDEULQHKRZHYHUZDVWKDWLWZDV
GDQJHURXVO\WR[LFLQKLJKGRVHV%HLQJDEOHWRGHWHUPLQHWKHDPRXQWRIWKH
drug already present in a patient!s bloodstream helped caregivers reduce overĥ
GRVHVWRDPLQLPXP$VDUHVXOW/HZLV¶VGLVFRYHU\ZDVYLWDOWRWKHPLOLWDU\¶V
EDWWOH DJDLQVW PDODULD LQ WKH 3DFL¿F7KHDWUH7KXV DOWKRXJK VXFK FRQWULEXĥ
tions are overlooked amongst the overall backdrop of disappointment, they
ZHUHFHUWDLQO\YDOXDEOHWRWKHZDUHɱRUWĪLELGĥ7XUQHUĥī
The fact that the 18th General Hospital was in a place like Fiji was exĥ
WUDRUGLQDU\LQDQGRILWVHOI$VPHQWLRQHGHDUOLHUWKHXQLWLQLWLDOO\KDGOLWWOH
LQWHUHVWLQDQLVRODWHGDQGOLWWOHĥKHDUGĥRIJURXSRILVODQGVLQWKHPLGGOHRIWKH
3DFL¿F2FHDQ)HZLIDQ\PHPEHUVRIWKHXQLWKDGEHHQWRDORFDWLRQOLNH)LML
SUHYLRXVWRWKHLUZDUVHUYLFHDQGZHUHDZHGE\WKHLWVSLFWXUHVTXHEHDXW\DVD
UHVXOW$XWKRUVLQWKHWKVXFKDV7LOJKPDQDQG0F/DXJKOLQZURWHDWOHQJWK
about the tropical paradise that was their home, in turn allowing their readers
WRDSSUHFLDWH)LML¶VVSOHQGRU
$QRWKHUQRWHZRUWK\IHDWXUHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO¶VWKUHHĥ\HDUWHQĥ
XUHRYHUVHDVZDVWKHIUHTXHQWDQGDPLDEOHLQWHUDFWLRQVZLWKSHRSOHYHU\GLIĥ
IHUHQWIURPWKHXQLW¶VSHUVRQQHO,QLWLDOO\WKH$PHULFDQKRVSLWDOXQLWGLGQRW
know what to expect of the native people of Fiji and wondered how westernĥ
L]HGWKH\KDGEHFRPHDVDUHVXOWRI%ULWLVKGRPLQLRQRYHUWKHDUFKLSHODJR7R
illustrate, in one of her letters Elizabeth McLaughlin writes that upon arriving,
"we expected to cut our way through the bush with care to avoid the headĥ
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TXDUWHUVRIWKHFDQQLEDOLQGXVWU\´187KLVWXUQHGRXWQRWEHWKHFDVH$OWKRXJK
a somewhat primitive people by western standards, the natives were extraordiĥ
QDULO\IULHQGO\WRZDUGVWKH$PHULFDQVIURPWKHVWDUW6RRQHQRXJKWKH)LMLDQV
and the Americans developed a congenial relationship, associating so closely
that some of the enlisted men often brought Fijian women to dances hosted by
WKHWKĪWKHQXUVHVDVFRPPLVVLRQHGRɷFHUVZHUHRɱĥOLPLWVWRWKHHQOLVWHG
PHQī19
As a result of the genuinely friendly relationship with the Fijians, the unit!s
SRUWUD\DOV RI WKHP ZHUH RYHUZKHOPLQJO\ SRVLWLYH )LUVW E\ DOO DFFRXQWV WKH
)LMLDQVZHUHFRQVLGHUHGTXLWHJRRGĥORRNLQJE\WKHPHPEHUVRIWKHWK)RU
instance, a contributor to 7KH)LMLWLYH YLYLGO\ UHPHPEHUHG WKH ¿UVW GDQFH DW
ZKLFKKHZDV³LQWURGXFHGWRWKHEHDXWLIXOIHPDOHVRI)LML´20 Second, those in
the 18th also appeared to have tremendous respect for the culture and way of
OLIHRIWKH)LMLDQSHRSOHV,QWKHFDVHRI(OL]DEHWK0F/DXJKOLQKHUDGPLUDWLRQ
IRUWKHLQGLJHQRXVFXOWXUHFDXVHGKHUWRGRXEWWKHVXSSRVHGPHULWVRIKHURZQ
,QKHU2FWREHUOHWWHUVKHZULWHV
There was probably never a lovelier world than that of the islands
uncontaminated by the white man, who came uninvited to give
WKHP WKH GXELRXV JLIWV RI FLYLOL]DWLRQ ¿UHDUPV GLVHDVH DQG WKH
PRUHVRIUHOLJLRQ$IWHUD\HDURIREVHUYLQJWKHUHPDLQLQJYHVWLJHV
of an old, idyllic civilization, we wonder about what we call "culĥ
WXUH´21
This degree of admiration for the Fijians on the part of the Americans is
somewhat surprising considering that America was in many ways a racist sociĥ
HW\GXULQJWKLVWLPHSDUWLFXODUO\VRXWKRIWKH0DVRQĥ'L[RQOLQHIURPZKLFK
PDQ\LQWKHXQLWKDLOHG)XUWKHUPRUHLQUHFHQW\HDUVWKHZDULQWKH3DFL¿F
KDVEHHQFODVVL¿HGDVDUDFHZDULQZKLFKHDFKVLGHZDVIXHOHGE\UDFLVWKDWUHG
WRZDUGVWKHRWKHUĪ'RZHUī,QOLJKWRIWKLVDVZHOOLWLVERWKDVXUSULVHDQGD
relief that such sentiments are not in evidence in any of the sources examined
LQWKLVSDSHU
Another distinguishing aspect of the 18th!s experience was its members!
H[WUDRUGLQDU\SHQFKDQWIRU¿QGLQJDQGFUHDWLQJZD\VWRHQWHUWDLQWKHPVHOYHV
,QDGGLWLRQWRSXEOLVKLQJDZHHNO\QHZVSDSHUPHPEHUVRIWKHXQLWRUJDQL]HG
ERWK PHQ¶V DQG ZRPHQ¶V WHDPV LQ VHYHUDO GLɱHUHQW VSRUWV DQG ODWHU IRUPHG
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leagues in which clubs from the 18th would compete with those of like their
PLOLWDU\XQLWVVWDWLRQHGRQ)LML22 They staged and performed in dances, conĥ
certs, and plays, and held several much larger events like the two County Fairs
DQGWKH0LQVWUHO6KRZ23 Many members of the 18th also would go on lengthy
VLJKWVHHLQJH[FXUVLRQVĪVRPHWLPHVDZHHNRUPRUHīWREHDFKHVRWKHULVODQGV
LQWKH)LMLDUFKLSHODJRRUHYHQWRSODFHVDVIDUDZD\DV6DPRD24,QDGGLWLRQWR
being essential for the maintenance of any semblance of morale, these activiĥ
WLHVZHUHDQRWHZRUWK\IHDWXUHRIWKHH[SHULHQFHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO
$OWKRXJKGLVDSSRLQWPHQWGXHWRXQIXO¿OOHGH[SHFWDWLRQVLVUHDGLO\DSSDUĥ
ent in the writings of those in the 18th General Hospital, it does not paint a
FRPSOHWHSLFWXUHRIWKHXQLW¶VRYHUVHDVVHUYLFH%\ORRNLQJSDVWWKHEDFNGURS
of negativity the reader can recognize that the 18th!s experience was a remarkĥ
DEOHRQH7KHXQLWPDGHVLJQL¿FDQWFRQWULEXWLRQVWRWKHZDUHɱRUWDQGKHDOWK
of the local population, resided in a singularly beautiful locale, was startlingly
RSHQĥPLQGHGDQGSDUWRRNLQDQXQFRPPRQYDULHW\RIOHLVXUHDFWLYLWLHV3HUĥ
haps some of the disappointment felt by those in the 18th is unwarranted after
DOO

Conclusion
The plight of the 18th General Hospital is probably not what comes to
PLQGZKHQRQHWKLQNVRIDPLOLWDU\PHGLFDOXQLW,WVPHQDQGZRPHQGRQRW
¿WWKHURPDQWLFLPDJHRIWKHFRXUDJHRXVPHGLFEUDYLQJHQHP\¿UHWRSHUIRUP
¿UVWDLGRQKLVFRPUDGHRURIWKHEDWWOH¿HOGVXUJHRQVDYLQJJUDYHO\ZRXQGHG
VROGLHUVIURPWKHEULQNRIGHDWKLQWKHPLGVWRIDZDU]RQH)RUPRVWRIWKHZDU
those in the 18th simply sat idle on a pristine island paradise in the middle of
WKH3DFL¿FDQGGHYRWHGPXFKRIWKHLUWLPHWRSXUVXLWVRWKHUWKDQVDYLQJOLYHV
The fact that the experience of the unit went against the grain is what makes
LWVRQRWHZRUWK\DQGIDVFLQDWLQJWRRXWVLGHUV
This paper represents an attempt to capture a moment in time experiĥ
HQFHGE\DSDUWLFXODUJURXSRISHRSOH:LWKLQLWWKUHHGLVWLQFWSULPDU\VRXUFH
bases, including two that have likely never been previously employed in scholĥ
arly writing, are used to construct both a richer and more cohesive narrative
RIWKHH[SHULHQFHRIWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO,QDGGLWLRQWKHSDSHUVHUYHV
as a challenge to how this moment in time was perceived by those in the unit,
DQGE\H[WHQVLRQWKHDXWKRUVRIVHFRQGDU\OLWHUDWXUHRQWKHVXEMHFW$OWKRXJK
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7KRPDV7XUQHULQKLVGH¿QLWLYHKLVWRU\RIWKH-RKQV+RSNLQV0HGLFDO,QVWLWXĥ
WLRQVODEHOVWKHWK¶VRYHUVHDVRG\VVH\DVDQ³XQKDSS\VDJD´ĪīWKLVSDSHU
GHPRQVWUDWHVWKDWVXFKDQHSLWKHWGRHVQRWGRWKHXQLWMXVWLFH:KHWKHUWKH
experience of the 18th General Hospital was typical of hospital units in World
:DU,,DQGZKHWKHUSDUDOOHOVFDQEHGUDZQWRWKHH[SHULHQFHRIWKHWK¶VVLVWHU
XQLWWKHWK*HQHUDO+RVSLWDODUHTXHVWLRQVWKDWLQYLWHIXUWKHUUHVHDUFK
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